How To Start A Lucrative Snail Farming Business
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Snailfarmingisalargeagribusinessinthe United Statesand the UnitedKingdom.
Many supermarketsand stores place them on their shelves for sale to customers.
Irrespectiveof thisinternational marketsize, thedemandforsnail farming
productsinNigeriaisalsoextremely large. InKenya, Ghana, and several other

Africancountries, thedemand foredible snailsalsositsonahighmargin.

Tobe more specific on the demand, millions of households around the world
preparesnailmealsintheirvarioushomes. Theyalso use themin party meals,

events, and other occasions.



Despite thislargedemandforedible snails, many peoplestayawayfromthe trade.
They’dratheronly choose to purchase the snailsin markets, while they focus on
otheragribusiness endeavours. Alarge reasonfor this is the great misconception
thatsnail farminginNigeriaoranywhereelse in Africacanonly be done by
handpicking the snailsinvegetative environment (usually bushes). Thisreasoning
generally places the idea of snail farming as one only done in the rainy seasons,

and is majorly carried out in the villages.

What many entrepreneursstill haven’tlearnedis that West Africais home to the
largest speciesof landsnails (Achatinaspecies)intheworld. Thisspeciesisknown
togrowtoaslongas30cm, livesprimarilyinthetropicalrainforest,andcan
majorlybelocatedinNigeria, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Guinea, Ghana, SierraLeone,

and a host of other African countries.

Withthe exploding Africanpopulationandthehidden potentialsinsnailfarming,
new and existing farmers that choose to look in the direction are reaping good
benefits from the agribusiness because the supply especially, cannot meet the
demand. This reason has not only made the industry more valuable, but asone

with large long-term business opportunities.

What Is Snail Farming About?
Snail farming, alsoknow as heliculture, is the process of raising land snails for food
orotherpurposes by humans. Generally, theirflesh canbeusedasedible escargot,

theirslimeincosmetics, and their eggs for humanconsumption asatype of caviar.



Snailsbelong toamolluscanclass Gastropoda, that hasa coiledshelllarge enough
fortheanimaltoretractcompletelyinto. Butwhensnailsarebeenreferredto, the
focusisn’tonlyonlandsnails, butalsotothousandsofspeciesofseasnailsand

freshwater snails.

The purpose of thisarticle istofocusonland snails because, they’re the most

widely used for snail farming.

Business Opportunities In Snail Farming Around The World

1). Food Consumption:

Edible snailsare a part of regular meals in most households around the world. In

Nigeriaforinstance, many homesprepare their soups with snails occasionally.



Despitetheinfrequentuseof snailsinmeal preparationsinthecountry, the
demandstillexceedsthesupply. Thiswantdoesn’tjustshowalargesnailfarming
business opportunityin thecountry, butalsoshows the large potentialinexports

outside thecountry.

Ashortlistof somecountriesthatconsumeediblesnailsareSpain, Nigeria, Algeria,
Cameroon, France, Cyprus, Ghana, Malta, Italy, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Terai of

Nepal, southwestern China, and several parts of the United States.

Aslongas people will continue todemandsnailsin theirmeals, it willconstantly
remainalucrative businessopportunity foragribusinessentrepreneurstotake

advantage of.

2). Cosmetics:

Snailshave greatusesinthecosmeticindustry. Differentskincreamsare gotten

fromtheHelix Aspersa, andcanbeusedintreatingscars, acne, wrinkles, anddry



skin. Thesecretionsfrom the Helix Aspersaunder stress, canbeusedinthe

regeneration of wounded tissue.

Benefits Of Snail Farming

0 Employment.

|

Easy tohandle.

0 Shells can be used for ornaments.

0 Less land for cultivation.

0 They’re cheap and easy to raise.

0 Not capitalintensive.

0 Snail Meat contains anti-tuberculosis attributes.

0 Snailmeatisusedin the production of local herbs to be used by pregnant

women.
0 Snail farming can be done part time.
0 Snail farming can be done along side grasscutter farming.

And many other benefits.



TheSuitableSnailSpeciesForSnail Farming

1). AchatinaFulica:

This African land snail is largely located in East Africa, especially Kenya and
Tanzania, and has the scientific name Achatina Fulica. They are famously known as
the “giant African snail” or the “giant African land snail”.

Although they’re largely foundin East Africa, these snailsare canalso be foundin
theUS, China, Taiwan, andIndia. TheadultAchatinaFulicasnailisusuallyaround7

centimetres(2.8in)inheightand20centimetres (7.9in)ormoreinlength.

The shells of these snails are conical in shape, and also about twice as high asit is
broad. The coloursof their shells highly vary because they depend largely on their

diet, but brownis the most common colour of these African land snails.



Themajor downside of the AchatinaFulicais they’re alarge cause of pestissues

around theworld.

2). Achatina Achatina:

Alsoknowasthe “Africantigerlandsnail” orthe “Africangiantsnail”, these
speciesofsnailsareair-breathinglandsnails. Theyaresaidtobelargelylocatedin
West Africa, between 160 to 300 kilometres off the coast of countries as, Nigeria,
Ivory Coast, Benin, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Liberia, and Togo.

Theshells of the Achatina Achatinacangrowtoalengthof 18 centimetres (7.11n)

withadiameterof 9 centimetres (3.5in). Some have beenobservedinthe wild to



grow to 30x15cm. These measurements makes them the largest extant species of

land snails.

The Achatina Achatina, is a great source of protein, are hermaphrodites just like
almostall pulmonate gastropods, and have both male and female organs. This

makes each snail able to lay up to 1,200 eggsin a year.

The downside of the Achatina Achatina is they can be serious pests, and cause

adverse effects to agriculture, natural ecosystems, commerce, and human health.




3). ArchachatinaMarginata:
The ArchachatinaMarginata are giant West African snails or Banana Rasp snails.
They are air breathing tropical land snails, can grow up to20cm long, and have the

ability to live for up to 10 years.

Thisspeciesof landsnailsaremajorly foundinNigeria, through Cameroon, the

republic of Congo, the Caribbean, and Martinique.

These snails are nocturnal forest dwellers, and dislike overcrowding. If they get too

crowded in a particular space, they begin to spread out.

Their mating method varies per location. Because they do not have both sexual
organs, they have to mate with the opposite sex toreproduce. Thismating method
makes reproduction and population increase very slow for the

ArchachatinaMarginata, unlike the Achatina Achatina.

Theselandsnailseat plantsataferociousstate, andso, thisbehaviourleadstothe
destruction of crops and damages to homes. This is one of the strongest reasons

the ArchachatinaMarginata are banned in the United States.
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What And How Do Snails Feed?
Landsnailsgenerallyeat plants, fungi, andalgae. Agreat way tohandle theirdietis
toprovidethemwithplant matterandvegetablessuchascarrots, lettuce,

cucumbers, and a host of other vegetable meals.

Theycanalsofeedonfruits suchasmangoes, tomatoes, paw paw, cucumber,

banana, and more.

How To Setup Your Snail Farm

1). Location And Environment For The Snail Farm:
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Because of the high dehydration level of snails, the farm must be locatedinaless
windy environment else, the moisture-loss rate of the snails would be high, which
wouldsubsequentlyleadtoahighlydehydratedstate fortheanimal. Keepingthem

away from windy environments would prevent them from losing water quickly.

The perfectenvironmentforyoursnail farmwould be anareawith adequate trees
(vegetation), usually located downhill. Planting crops like mangoes, bananas, and a
fewothersaroundthefarmwouldbe wise, toreduce theimpactofanywinds

skimming through the snail farm on the snails.

2). The Right Soil Type For Your Snails:
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Notall soil types are suitable for rearing land snails. Since the natural habitat of
landsnailsisgenerally thesoil, it’simportant that thesoil they’reraisedon, hasall
the chemical substances and components that make it suitable for the snails to

survive and fully mature.

Anidealsoilthatissuitable forrearingsnailsmustbenon-acidic, notwater-logged,
must be balanced, and must not be toodry. In the selection of the soil type, sandy
and clayey soil must be totally avoided for your snail farm. What should be used is

loamy soil that doesn’t hold too much water.
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3). Sourcing For Snails:

When sourcing snails for your snail farm, the ideal location to get them arein the
forests, bushes, orany vegetative environment thatis partially dry and wet. This
locationisfartooimportant. Avoidgettingthemfromthemarketsbecause, alarge
exposuretosunlightwouldleavethemhighlydehydrated. Snailsdrinkalotof
water, and an absence of adequate water supply can make them easily

dehydrated, which could subsequently lead to infertility in the snails.

While getting the snails from the bushes may be the best option, manyindividuals
willnotbeabletopullthroughwiththis. Whatthenyoucandoistobuytheland

snail eggs fromamarket, then putcoco-yam leavesina plastic bowlwith wetsand
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init, and leave them to hatch. Within 21 to 28 days, the eggs would have fully

hatched, andyou’dhavealotof fertilesnailsready foryoursnail farm.

If you’regoingtogetthemfromthebushes, thebestwaytodothisistocleara
small expanse of land during a rainy season, then dress it up with fruits,
vegetables, and other snail foods that snails generally find enticing and can’t resist,
inthe evening, everyday between4pmto 6pm. Laterin the night before 9pm, you
can head back to the spot and pick up the snails gathered there that are great for

rearing.

Before purchasing any snail eggs, it’s important you’re very familiar with the types
of snails suitable for rearing as stated above, and should know what it would take

to raise them.

4). The Snailery (The Snail House):
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Depending on the size of your proposed snail farm, your snailery could be covered

with a box, for a patch of fence-protected ground

Ifyoursnailfarmisgoingtohavealotsnails, youcanmakeaconcrete penwith
soil, or dig atrench of about 10inches deep, then coveritwithwiresorascreento
preventyour snails from getting out. This move would keep them from becoming
pests when their population begins to explode because of their extremely high

reproduction rate.

Ensurethesnaileryisadarkandcoolplace. Thisisimportant because snails prefer

thoseenvironments. Alsomakesure the humidity levelsof thesnailerydoesn’tfall
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tolevelsdangeroustosnails. One great way toregulate the temperature of the

snailery is to use wet leaves or clothes.

5). Harvesting YourSnails:

Your snails can be harvestedinto containers, bowls, boxes, baskets, or through
othermeans. It’simportant thatduring theharvest process theyare handledwith
care, because of theirhigh fragility. Because of this, it’simportant that every
containerthesnailsareharvestedintoshouldn’texceed 10kilograms, sotheycan

be easily convened.
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Also, your snails should be harvested only when they’ve reached full maturity, so
you can sell them for a good price and make high returns from your investment.
Check the brim of their shells to know if they are well mature. The brim should be
harderandgenerally thicker thaneveryotherpartsof theshellsif they’vematured

enough.

Lastly, keepagoodportionof thesnailsforsubsequentreproduction. Selling off

everything in the market is a no-brainer for any farmer.

A Short Feasibility Study On Snail Farming

Asnailisusually sold at 50 Naira (50.4) inamarket. Depending on theinflationrate
of various countriesand location, the price of the snails could be affected. Since
they’re usually harvestedin thousands (for medium sized farms), selling 200,000
snailscouldresultinarevenueof 10millionNaira ($50,000). Thoughthisvalue
may be for large producers, smaller producers can also sell mature snails at this

price by targeting fair sale quantities.

How To Sell Your Farm Land Snails

With a vast market foragricultural products in Nigeria, Kenya, and many other
countriesaround theworld, ediblesnailsareequally notleftout. Youcansellyour
snailsathotels, restaurants, tomarketwomen, large supermarkets thatsellagro
products, andasexportstoothercountries. Selling yoursnailsat wholesale prices

would increase your chances of closing faster sales
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Challenges Of Snail Farming
Themajorchallenge of raising snailsis that uncontrolledrearingcanlead toapest
break-out. Snailscanbeinvasiveandbecomethreateningtocrops. Theyconsume

over500typesofcrops, andcansingle-handedly destroyafarm’sproducts.

Whileraising them, make sure theirenclosuresare wellsecuredtokeep them
fromescaping, and to protect them from predators like birds and other land

animals.

Conclusion
While there are several other profitable agribusiness ideas like poultry farming, fish
farming, grasscutterfarming, andmore, snailfarmingstandsasanotherprofitable

agribusiness to invest in, at the right scale.
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